
 The Second Sunday of Advent: 
 Adonai 

 Mission Sunday 

 November 19, 2023 
 10:30 am 



 Welcome to St. James’s! 

 We’re glad that you have joined us today to enjoy the blessings of worship 
 and to participate with us in God’s mission in the world of justice and love. 

 However you come to this place, 
 exhausted or energized by life, comfortable with church or not, 

 gay or straight, trans, nonbinary, cisfemale or cismale; 
 of color or white, neurodivergent or neurotypical, 
 differently-abled or able-bodied, younger or older! 

 Whoever you are, 
 know the people of St. James’s strive to love and welcome you as God does, 

 unconditionally and completely just as you are! 

 10:30 am  The Second Sunday of Advent, Holy Eucharist,  Rite II 

 Acolytes  Marian King, Jonte Folkes 
 Eucharistic Ministers  JT Ki�redge, Mabel Moore-Pollard 
 Minister of Music  Patrick Michaels 
 Preacher  Ruth Padilla DeBorst 
 Presider  The Rev. Ma�hew Stewart 
 Readers  Donna Thompson, Michael Anthony 
 Ushers  Nancy McArdle 
 Videographer  Michael Anthony 
 Welcomer  Nancy McArdle 

 An Opening Rite for the Season of Advent 

 Words of Welcome 

 Opening Sentences 

 Presider  As our nights grow longer and our days grow  short, 
 we look on these earthly signs, candles and green branches 

 People  And we remember God's promise to our world: 
 Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come. 
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 Time of Contemplation 
 A period of roughly five minutes is now kept either in silence or with gentle music 
 as we seek in our souls the One who is coming. During this period, the candles are lit. 

 “Deep within us all there is an amazing inner sanctuary of the soul, 
 a holy place, a Divine Center, a speaking Voice, 

 to which we may continuously return. 
 Eternity is at our hearts, pressing upon our time-torn lives, 

 warming us with intimations of an astounding destiny, calling us home unto Itself. 
 Yielding to these persuasions, gladly commi�ing ourselves 

 in body and soul, u�erly and completely, to the Light Within, 
 is the beginning of true life. 

 It is a dynamic center, a creative Life that presses to birth within us. 
 It is a Light Within which illumines the face of God 

 and casts new shadows and new glories upon the face of men. 
 It is a seed stirring to life if we do not choke it. 

 It is the Shekinah of the soul, the Presence in the midst. 
 Here is the Slumbering Christ, stirring to be awakened, to become the soul 

 we clothe in earthly form and action. And [God] is within us all.” 
 - Quaker Mystic Thomas Kelly 

 O Antiphon 

 O   come,     O     come, thou  Lord                of   might, who  to     thy 

 tribes  on       Si    -    nai’s height  in       an - cient times  did    give        the 

 law,   in    cloud  and  ma -  jes  - ty  and    awe.   Re - joice!   Re - joice! 
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 The Collect of the Day 

 Presider  May God be with you. 
 People  And also be with you. 
 Presider  Let us pray. 

 O Lord our God, you gave your law that righteousness might abound: Put it into 
 our hearts to love justice for others as much as we desire it for ourselves, that, as 
 we know you to be our judge, so we may welcome your reign as it is manifested 
 through Jesus Christ our savior; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
 dominion and praise for ever and ever. 

 The Word of God 

 The First Reading:  Judges 4:1-7  Donna Thompson 

 A reading from the Book of Judges. 

 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the  L  ORD  , after Ehud 
 died. So the  L  ORD  sold them into the hand of King  Jabin of Canaan, who 
 reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in 
 Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the  L  ORD  for help; for he 
 had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly 
 twenty years. At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was 
 judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah 
 and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her 
 for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in 
 Naphtali, and said to him, “The  L  ORD  , the God of Israel,  commands you, ‘Go, 
 take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of 
 Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of 
 Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his 
 troops; and I will give him into your hand.’” 

 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
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 Psalm 123  Margot Chamberlain 

 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 
 and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

 So our eyes look to the  L  ORD  our God, * 
 until he show us his mercy.  Refrain 

 Have mercy upon us, O  L  ORD  , have mercy, * 
 for we have had more than enough of contempt, 

 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 
 and of the derision of the proud.  Refrain 

 The Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  Donna Thompson 
 A reading from the Book of First Thessalonians. 
 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 
 need to have anything wri�en to you. For you yourselves know very well that 
 the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is 
 peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor 
 pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, 
 beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are 
 all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
 darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and 
 be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk 
 at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
 breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has 
 destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
 Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live 
 with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed 
 you are doing. 
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 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 Gospel Hymn:  We sing of an unfailing love 

 Text: John Core Tune: Zook, Patrick Michaels.  Text and tune Copyright @2000, 2023 
 by The Leupold Foundation. Used by permission.  OneLicense # A-700155 

 6 



 The Holy Gospel  : Ma�hew 25:14-30 

 Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  according to Ma�hew. 
 People  Glory to you, O Christ. 

 Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
 entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
 another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one 
 who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 
 made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents 
 made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off 
 and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time 
 the master of those slaves came and se�led accounts with them. Then the one 
 who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 
 saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
 more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
 slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
 many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two 
 talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
 talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 
 done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
 things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
 master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
 saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did 
 not sow, and gathering where you did not sca�er seed; so I was afraid, and I 
 went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his 
 master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
 where I did not sow, and gather where I did not sca�er? Then you ought to 
 have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
 received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and 
 give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be 
 given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 
 even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw 
 him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
 teeth.’” 

 Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 Sermon  Ruth Padilla DeBorst 
 Affirmation of Faith  (  Verse 3 is sung by high voices  alone. Verse 4 by low voices.)  H 60 

 Words: Latin, 9th century   Music: Conditor alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4, acc. Bruce Neswick (b. 1956) 

 Prayers for Mission Sunday  (The people say the  responses in bold)  Michael Anthony 

 Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

 For the  Partakers Prison Ministry  , commi�ed to advancing  restorative justice, 
 rehabilitation, and the transformation of both prisoners and society through 
 prison education and re-entry programs. 

 Silence 
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 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 For  The Outdoor Church  , a community of faith, ministering  to, feeding, and 
 serving unhoused people in the Harvard and Porter Square areas. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 For  Nuevo Amanecer  , creating a network of base communities  among the largely 
 Latino, immigrant community of East Boston. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 For  CHERA  , supporting the Kasese Community Health  and Education 
 Foundation in Uganda and working to reduce the number of women who die in 
 childbirth and to ensure that all children see their 5th birthday. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 For  Good Shepherd Mission  , one of nine Episcopal churches  in the Navajoland 
 Area Mission; honoring the spiritual life of the Navajo and seeking unity, 
 harmony, balance as they walk together. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 For  Borderland Ministries of the Episcopal Diocese  of the Rio Grande  ,  aiding 
 thousands of asylum seekers seeking shelter along the Border. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 For  Lay Ministers Education in Lesotho, Southern Africa  ,  providing training to Lay 
 Ministers to lead congregations in mountainous regions of the country. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 For  Abraço Negro  ,  fostering greater acceptance of  African-heritage and 
 indigenous traditions within mainstream Christianity in Brazil. 
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 Silence 
 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
 For  Ruth and Jim Padilla DeBorst  ,  promoting creation  care and theological 
 education in an intentional community in Costa Rica, especially as they cultivate 
 their new project, Casa Nube. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 For the Church as it works to restore all people to unity with God and each other 
 in Christ through prayer, worship, proclaiming the Gospel, and promoting 
 justice, peace, and love. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray to the Lord.  Hear our prayer. 

 The Presider then offers this collect for the mission of all 
 O gracious and loving God, you work everywhere reconciling, loving, and 
 healing your people and your creation. In your Son and through the power of 
 your Holy Spirit, you invite each of us to join you in your work. 
 We, young and old, lay and ordained, ask you to form us more and more in your 
 image and likeness, through our prayer and worship of you and through the 
 study of your scripture, that our eyes will be fully opened to your mission in the 
 world. Then, God, into our communities, our nation, and the world, 
 send us all to serve with Christ, taking risks to give life and hope to all people 
 and all of your creation. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 Confession 

 Presider  Let us confess our sin against God and our  neighbor. 

 All 
 Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: 
 we confess that we have failed to honor you 

 in the great diversity of the human family. 
 We have desired to live in freedom, 

 while building walls between ourselves and others. 
 Forgive us, Holy God. 
 Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. 
 Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love. 
 Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our diversity, 
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 even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, 
 Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever. Amen. 

 A moment in silence is now kept, not to dwell in unnecessary self-criticism or self-hatred, 
 but rather to face our brokenness with courage and honesty 

 that we might know more deeply God’s healing and forgiving love. 

 The Presider then says 
 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sin 
 through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
 and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen  . 

 The Peace 
 Presider  The peace of God be always with you. 
 People  And also with you. 

 Announcements & Celebrations 

 The people are now invited to come forward to share announcements, birthday and 
 anniversary blessing requests, or prayer requests. The community’s prayer is then 
 gathered as they sing together: 

 May God bless you; May God keep you; May God’s love be with you; 
 May God grant you peace and wisdom; May God ever be with you. 

 The Holy Communion 
 Offertory Sentence 

 Presider  Let us gather our gifts together and present  them as an offering to God. 

 At this time our gifts and offerings will be collected. 

 Offertory Anthem:  God is Love  Harry Rowe Shelley 
 The Adult Choir; Soloist: Mike Burris 
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 Presentation Hymn:  Longing for Light   (vs. 1 only)  MHSO 59 

 Words and Music: Bernade�e Farrell @ 1994 OCP Publications 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213 
 All rights reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense # A-700155 

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer B 

 Presider  The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you. 
 Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
 People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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 The Presider says 
 It is truly right always and everywhere to praise you, Lord God our Creator, 
 Giver of light.  Therefore we praise you, joining our  voices with Angels and 
 Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
 proclaim the glory of your name: 

 Sanctus  MHSO 37 
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 OneLicense # A-700155 

 The Presider says 
 Life-giving God, you made all people and all things in a world of glory, 
 and taught us to live together in love forever. 
 And though we turned from your light and made war on one another, 
 wasting the gifts of your creation, 
 until we could find no way out of the darkness, 
 even then you did not destroy or forsake us. 

 The People then say 
 You called Sarah and Abraham on a journey of promise, 
 and brought Israel out of captivity; 
 you made Moses your friend, and taught him to grow in the truth. 
 And in due time the new star of glory appeared, 
 sca�ering the shadows of death and leading us on the road to peace. 
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 The Presider says 
 Our eyes at first were dim: we could not make him out. 
 We wondered as he taught us the way of your kingdom; 
 we fled in fear when he died for us, showing the fullness of love. 

 The People then say 
 But you raised him again, 
 and in his new dawn the truth shone plainly for all to see. 
 Now we have cast down our fears; we have turned our faces full to the light. 
 And so, we join in love once more, to follow his example 
 and share his glorious life in the breaking of bread. 

 The Presider says 
 For on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 
 our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given to thanks to you, 
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples and said— 
 “Take, eat: This is my body, which is given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
 he gave it to them and said— “Drink of this, all of you: 
 This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
 forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 The People then say 
 Therefore, God, we offer you this bread and this wine. We offer them gladly, as 
 Jesus told us, giving thanks for his life, his death, and his resurrection. 

 The Presider says 
 Now send us your Holy Spirit, to show that this bread and cup 
 are the life-giving body and blood of your Son, and reveal your image in us, 
 transforming our life to be like his and 
 bring us at the last to his commonwealth of peace. 

 All then say together 
 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 
 Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 
 AMEN. 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
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 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 The Breaking of the Bread  (Silence is kept) 

 Fraction Anthem:  Father, we thank thee  H 303,  v. 1 only 

 Words: Greek, ca. 110 tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984) rev.    Music: Albright, William Albright (b. 1944) 
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 The Invitation 

 Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 Administration of Communion 

 The people are invited to come forward to receive communion when directed by an usher. 

 Those that wish a contactless blessing or 
 a gluten-free, allergen-free wafer are welcome to ask for that. 

 All are welcome and encouraged to receive Communion from God’s table. 

 Communion Anthem:  God Near at Hand  Text: Richard Leach 
 The Greenleaf Choir  Music: Patrick Michaels 

 Communion Hymn:  Prepare the way of the Lord  MHSO 61 

 OneLicense # A-700155 
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 Post Communion Prayer  (Please stand as you  are able) 

 Presider  Let us pray  . 
 People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Blessing 
 Presider 
 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you 
 and sca�er the shadows from before your path; 
 and the blessing of God, Almighty, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, 
 be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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 Closing Hymn:  Signs of endings  WLP 721 

 Text: Dean W. Nelson  Tune: Ton-Y-Botel, Thomas John William  Copyright @1988  Used by permission.  OneLicense  # A-700155 
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 Dismissal 

 Presider  Let us bless the Lord. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 

 Postlude 

 Saint James’s Episcopal Church 
 1991 Massachuse�s Avenue  Cambridge, MA 02140 

 Website:  www.stjamescambridge.org 
 Office Email: office@stjamescambridge.org 
 Emergency Pastoral Line: 857-600-1329 

 Interested in speaking to a priest or asking for prayers? 
 Email Rev. Ma� at  ma�@stjamescambridge.org 

 Want to donate to St. James’s? Visit the website 
 or follow the QR code here: 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 St. James’s Episcopal Church Welcomes You! 

 I am:  _____ visiting just for today.              I wish:  _____ to be on the church mailing list. 
 _____ seeking a new church home.  _____ to receive a call or email from St. James’s. 

 Please circle items below you’d like information about: 
 Church School/Choir/Bible Study/Food Pantry 

 I’d like prayer for: ______________________________________ 

 Name(s): ____________________________________________ 
 Address: ____________________________________________ 
 City: __________________________________ Zip: __________ 
 Phone: ________________________________________________ 
 Email address: _________________________________________ 

 Please fill this form out and place it in the offering plate or the church office. 
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