
 Christmas Eve: 
 Holy Eucharist with Candlelight Carols 

 ~ Part 2 of online Bulletin ~ 

 December 24, 2022 
 10:00 pm 



 Liturgy of the Word 

 Opening Hymn:  O come, all ye faithful  H 83 (vss. 1,3,5) 
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 Opening Acclamation 

 Presider     Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
 People  Let earth receive her King! Amen! 

 Collect for Purity 

 All then pray 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
 and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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 Song of Praise:  ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime  H 114 

 Words: Jesse Edgar Middleton (1872-1960)   Music: Une jeune pucelle, French folk melody 
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 The Collect of the Day 

 Presider  May God be with you. 
 People  And also with you. 
 Presider  Let us pray. 

 O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
 Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, 
 may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit 
 he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting  Amen  . 

 The First Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7  Michael Burris 

 A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
 on them light has shined. 
 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 

 5 



 Psalm 96  (Said by all in unison) 

 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
 sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
 proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

 Declare his glory among the nations * 
 and his wonders among all peoples. 

 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
 he is more to be feared than all gods. 

 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
 but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
 Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
 ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
 bring offerings and come into his courts. 

 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
 let the whole earth tremble before him. 

 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 
 he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity." 

 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
 let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
 before the Lord when he comes, * 
 when he comes to judge the earth. 

 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
 and the peoples with his truth. 
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 Second Reading:  Titus 3:4-7  Michael Burris 

 A reading from the Book of Titus. 

 When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
 saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but 
 according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
 Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according 
 to the hope of eternal life. 

 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 

 Gospel Acclamation:  Angels we have heard on high  H 96  (vss. 1-2, 3-4 after Gospel) 
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 Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882)  Music: Gloria, French Carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes (1887-1958) 

 The Holy Gospel  : Luke 2:1-14 

 Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  according to Luke. 
 People  Glory to you, O Christ. 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
 should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
 Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
 registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
 the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
 and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
 engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
 came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
 wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
 no place for them in the inn. 

 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
 their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
 glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
 said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of 
 great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
 Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find 
 a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
 there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
 saying, 
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 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon  The Rev. Ma�hew Stewart 

 Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally bego�en of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, bego�en, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
 who has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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 Prayers of the People  Jane Hirschi 

 Let us pray to God who came among us in the birth of Jesus. 

 Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances to 
 Bethlehem that they might greet the Christ-child; Draw us, your Church, and 
 all of your people to you – that we might be the Church and the People who 
 you call us to be. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your 
 presence; Fill us with your Spirit, that in these hard times, you might renew 
 our lives with hope and joy. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’s light, and kings to the brightness of his rising; 
 Draw our nation, our government, and all in any authority to your brightness. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 As angels sang ‘glorias’ to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and goodwill 
 among all peoples; Bring us your peace, and bring an end to all war, terror, 
 hatred, and strife, in particular in the Holy Land of Jesus’s birth. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 As shepherds were drawn from their flocks by night; Draw those who do not 
 yet know you to the knowledge and love of you. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn; 
 Be especially present with those who have nowhere to lay their head, those 
 who are vulnerable, and those who are hungry. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 As your Son was born into a time of darkness, we pray  for all who are 
 anxious, depressed, or ill. Draw near to those who find this season a source of 
 pain or grief, and to all who are suffering or sick that they may feel the 
 comfort of this holy night. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 
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 As the Holy Family gathered together in Bethlehem, and traveled together to 
 far off lands; Bless all families, especially the families of our parish, and 
 protect those who travel. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 And as the Holy Family soon thereafter fled to Egypt to escape persecution of 
 those in power, we ask for your blessing upon all refugees and immigrants 
 and an end to all forms of racism and injustice. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 As your Son came to proclaim the gift of life eternal; Give to the departed 
 eternal rest and let light perpetual shine on them. 

 In your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

 Let us now pray for our own needs and those of others, aloud or in silence. 

 The Presider then says 
 O Lord our God, may the light and hope of this night, and of your Son’s 
 Incarnation, reassure our hearts that you are among us, that you hear our 
 prayer, and that you will be with us always, even to the end of the age. 
 In the name of Jesus of Nazareth we pray.  Amen. 

 The Peace 

 Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 People  And also with you. 

 Announcements 

 The Holy Communion 
 Offertory Sentence 

 The Presider says 
 Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us an offering and sacrifice 
 to God. 

 Offertory Anthem  : Lo, how a rose e’er blooming  Text and Music: Hugo Distler 
 The Adult Choir 
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 Presentation Hymn:  Longing for Light                                     MHSO 59 (vs. 1 only) 

 Words and Music: Bernade�e Farrell @ 1994 OCP Publications 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213 
 All rights reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense # A-700155 

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer wri�en by the Rev. Laurie Rofinot 

 Presider  The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you. 
 Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
 People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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 The Presider says 
 It is our deepest joy to thank you, gracious and loving God. You said, “Let there 
 be light,” and there was light, and an entire universe. You brought forth life in all 
 its forms, filling us with the breath of your Spirit. You love us and want us close 
 to you, ever bringing us back when we go astray. We thank you, God, for 
 blessing us with your life and your love, joining all of creation as we sing 
 together. 

 Sanctus  MHSO 37 
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 OneLicense # A-700155 

 The Presider continues 
 We especially give you thanks for coming to live among us. For tonight we 
 celebrate the birth of your child Jesus, our savior. We thank you for Mary his 
 mother and Joseph his father. We remember how he was born poor and humble, 
 and like the star of Bethlehem, which announced his birth, he showed us the way 
 we need to follow and the truth we need to know. We remember that he lived, 
 died and rose again to bring us your light and your love. 

 We remember that on the night he died for us, our savior Jesus took bread. And 
 when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends and said, 
 “Take, eat: this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
 of me.” 

 After supper he took the cup of wine. And when he had given thanks, he gave it 
 to his friends and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my Blood of the new 
 Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever 
 you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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 And so with this bread and wine, we taste your goodness and tender loving care 
 of each one of us. Send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that we who receive 
 Christ’s body may indeed be the body of Christ, and we who share his cup may 
 draw strength from the one born on this night to bring us eternal life. Let the 
 li�le child lead us to lives of faith, humility and courage, in our community, in 
 the world, in his name. 

 All this we ask through your child, our Savior Jesus Christ. May praise, glory 
 and love be yours, this and every day, from us and all people, here and 
 everywhere. AMEN. 

 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now sing: 

 Lord’s Prayer  (Zambian)  SJS 1 

 (Soloists sing the words in italics. The congregation joins in unitalicized language.) 

 Hear our plea, dear Father we pray; 
 shower upon us your heav’nly grace 
 that we may be your people 
 Glorifying you. 

 Lord, our Father, in heaven abiding, 
 may your name always be hallowed by us. 
 Your will is righteous and ever consistent, 
 in heaven and also on earth. 

 Give us this day what we really have need of. 
 Please forgive us the sins we’ve commi�ed. 
 Help us forgive all the sins of our neighbor 
 as you have forgiven us ours. 

 Far from temptation we ask you to lead us. 
 Save us also from all that is evil. 
 Yours is the kingdom, the power, the glory 
 at this time and world without end. 

 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Forever and ever. Amen. 
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 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Forever and ever. Amen. 

 Words: Howard Olson ©Augsburg Publishing. Used by permission. OneLicense.net Lic # A-700155 

 The Breaking of the Bread  (Silence is kept) 

 Fraction Anthem:  My God, thy table now is spread  H 321 (vs. 1 only) 

 The Invitation 

 Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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 Administration of Communion 

 All are welcome and encouraged to receive Communion from God’s table. 

 The people are invited to come forward to receive communion when directed by an usher. 

 Those that wish a prayer of blessing or 
 a gluten-free, allergen-free wafer are welcome to ask for that. 

 Please bring your bulletin and take a devotional candle from the basket 
 as you gather in the circle to receive communion. 

 We will sing Silent Night from the circle after all have received. 

 Communion Hymn:  Disturbed by Light 

 Text: Thomas Troeger, @ 2015 Oxford Univ. Press.  Music: Why Risk; Patrick Michaels @2021. All rights reserved.  OneLicense.net #A-700155 
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 Candlelight Hymn:  Silent night  H 111 

 Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885)  Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Gruber (1787-1863) 
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 Post Communion Prayer  (From ‘The Work of Christmas’  by Howard Thurman) 

 Presider  Let us pray. 
 All  When the song of the angels is stilled, when the  star in the sky is gone, 

 when the kings and princes are home, 
 when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
 the work of Christmas begins: to find the lost, to heal the broken, 
 to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, 
 to bring peace among the people, to make music in the heart. Amen. 

 Blessing 

 Presider 
 May the joy of the angels, 
 the eagerness of the shepherds, 
 the perseverance of the Magi, 
 the faithfulness of Joseph and Mary, 
 and the peace of the Christ Child 
 be yours this Christmas; 
 and the blessing of God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, 
 be with you now and always.  Amen. 

 The lights are now raised for the Closing Hymn. 

 Closing Hymn:  Joy to the world  H 100 (vs. 1-2, 4) 
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 Words: Isaac Wa�s (1674-1748), alt.    Music: Antioch, George Friderich Handel (1685-1759) 

 Dismissal 
 Presider  Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of  Incarnate Christ. 

 Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 Postlude  “Carol of the Bells”  M. Leontovich 

 All that wish to join the singing of Carol of the Bells are welcome to do so! 

 Saint James’s Episcopal Church 
 1991 Massachuse�s Avenue  Cambridge, MA 02140 

 Website:  www.stjamescambridge.org 
 Emergency Pastoral Line: 857-600-1329 

 Interested in speaking to a priest or asking for prayers? 
 Email Rev. Ma� at  ma�@stjamescambridge.org 

 Want to donate to St. James’s? Visit the website 
 or follow the QR code here: 
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