
 The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 August 20, 2023 
 9:30 am 



 Welcome to St. James’s! 

 We’re glad that you have joined us today to enjoy the blessings of worship 
 and to participate with us in God’s mission in the world of justice and love. 

 However you come to this place, 
 exhausted or energized by life, comfortable with church or not, 

 gay or straight, trans, nonbinary, cisfemale or cismale; 
 of color or white, neurodivergent or neurotypical, 
 differently-abled or able-bodied, younger or older! 

 Whoever you are, 
 know the people of St. James’s strive to love and welcome you as God does, 

 unconditionally and completely just as you are! 

 9:30 am  The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, Holy  Eucharist, Rite II 

 Eucharistic Ministers  Mabel Moore-Pollard, JT Ki�redge 
 Lead Musician  Margot Chamberlain 
 Minister of Music  Patrick Michaels 
 Preacher & Presider  The Rev. Ma�hew Stewart 
 Readers  Thomas DeFreitas, Donna Thompson 
 Ushers  Nancy McArdle 
 Videographer  Michael Anthony 
 Welcomer  Nancy McArdle 

 The Word of God 

 Prelude 

 Words of Welcome 
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 Opening Hymn:  Sometimes a healing word is comfort  SJS 95 

 Used with permission. 

 Opening Acclamation 

 Presider  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
 People  Glory to God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 Collect for Purity 

 All then pray 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
 Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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 Song of Praise:  Spirit of God  VF 53 
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 The Collect of the Day 

 Presider  May God be with you. 
 People  And also be with you. 
 Presider  Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, 
 and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the 
 fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his 
 most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 The First Reading:  Genesis 45:1-15  Thomas DeFreitas 

 A reading from the Book of Genesis. 

 Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, 
 and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him 
 when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly 
 that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph 
 said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
 could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. 
 He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do 
 not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for 
 God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land 
 these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither 
 plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 
 on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
 sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all 
 his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father 
 and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 
 Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall se�le in the land of Goshen, 
 and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s 
 children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will 
 provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so 
 that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 
 poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it 
 is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I 
 am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father 
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 down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while 
 Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 
 them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 

 Psalm 133 

 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
 when brethren live together in unity! 

 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
 that runs down upon the beard, 

 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
 and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
 that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

 For there the  L  ORD  has ordained the blessing: * 
 life for evermore. 

 The Second Reading:  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  Thomas DeFreitas 

 A reading from the Book of Romans. 

 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
 Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God 
 has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once 
 disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 
 disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy 
 shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all 
 in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
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 Gospel Acclamation:  Zimbabwe Alleluia 

 The Holy Gospel  : Ma�hew 15:1-28 

 Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  according to Ma�hew. 
 People  Glory to you, O Christ. 

 Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is 
 not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of 
 the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do 
 you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 
 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
 uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
 person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, 
 “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still without 
 understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the 
 stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth 
 proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come 
 evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 
 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
 defile.” 

 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then 
 a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 
 mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 
 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, 
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 saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I 
 was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt 
 before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the 
 children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
 dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered 
 her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And 
 her daughter was healed instantly. 

 Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon  The Rev. Ma�hew Stewart 

 Affirmation of Faith 
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 Prayers of the People  Donna Thompson 

 Intercessor  On this day,  I invite your prayer for  that community of faith both 
 here and abroad. 

 People  Breathe on us, Breath of God. Breath of God,  breathe on us. 

 Intercessor  I invite your intercessions for this  nation, all the nations, and the 
 whole earth. May your Spirit, the Spirit of peace, justice, and hope, 
 inspire us with the conviction to work towards the end of all hatred 
 and violence. 

 People  Breathe on us, Breath of God. Breath of God,  breathe on us. 

 Intercessor  I invite your intercessions for all  who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 
 People  Breathe on us, Breath of God. Breath of God,  breathe on us. 

 (You are invited at this time to pray for those in need of healing.) 

 Intercessor  In this season of summer, I invite your  thanksgivings. 
 People  Breathe on us, Breath of God. Breath of God,  breathe on us. 

 (You are invited at this time to offer your prayers of gratitude.) 

 Intercessor  Rejoicing in the fellowship of Mary,  James, and all the saints, 
 let us commend ourselves and one another and 
 all our life to Christ our God. 

 People  Breathe on us, Breath of God. Breath of God,  breathe on us. 

 The Presider then says 
 O God of Love, accept the fervent prayers of your people; 
 in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 
 and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
 and to you we give glory, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 Confession of Sin 

 Presider  Let us confess our sins against God and our  neighbor. 
 People  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned  against you, 

 opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness 
 in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
 We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 
 and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
 and serve only your will. Amen. 
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 Presider  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive  you all our sin through 
 the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
 power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 The Peace 

 Presider  The peace of God be always with you. 
 People  And also with you. 

 Announcements & Celebrations 

 The people are now invited to come forward to share announcements, birthday and 
 anniversary blessing requests, or prayer requests. The community’s prayer is then 
 gathered as they sing together: 

 May God bless you; May God keep you; May God’s love be with you; 
 May God grant you peace and wisdom; May God ever be with you. 

 The Holy Communion 

 Offertory Sentence 

 Presider  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave  himself for us, 
 an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 At this time our gifts and offerings will be collected. 
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 Offertory Hymn:  In boldness look to God  VF 94 

 Words: Mary Louise Bringle @ 2002 GIA Publications.  Music: Morning Song, a�. Elkanah Dare; harm. Thomas Foster @ 1984. Used by permission 
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 Presentation Hymn:  Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises! 

 Sing in English, then Sotho, then English again 

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer (Enriching our Worship 2) 

 Presider  God be with you. 
 People  And also with you. 
 Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
 People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 The Presider says 
 We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, 
 source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. 
 Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 
 sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. 
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 You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 
 But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, 
 as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 
 Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
 And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise 
 that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

 Sanctus  WLP 785 

 Presider 
 Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us 
 from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, 
 you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
 that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, your holy child. 
 Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 
 healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
 He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to 
 walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice 
 of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

 On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. 
 He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
 Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 
 “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
 which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, 
 and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, 
 we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 

 Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
 that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, 
 the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
 In the fullness of time bring us, with Mary, James, and all your saints, 
 from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
 prepared from the foundation of the world. 

 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 The Breaking of the Bread  (Silence is kept) 

 Fraction Anthem 

 Presider  We break this bread to share in the Body  of Christ. 
 People  We who are many are one body, for we all share  in the one bread. 
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 The Invitation 

 Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 Administration of Communion 

 The people are invited to come forward to receive communion when directed by an usher. 

 Those that wish a contactless blessing or 
 a gluten-free, allergen-free wafer are welcome to ask for that. 

 All are welcome and encouraged to receive Communion from God’s table. 

 Communion Hymn:  I heard the voice of Jesus say  VF 79 

 Words: Fred Kaan @ 1975 Hope Publishing  Music: Linstead, Jamaican folk song; adapt. Doreen Po�er 
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 Post Communion Prayer 

 Presider  Let us pray  . 
 People  God of abundance, you have fed us with the  bread of life and cup 

 of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; 
 and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 
 earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
 proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever 
 in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 Blessing 
 Presider 
 The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
 keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
 and of God’s Son Jesus Christ; 
 and the blessing of God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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 Closing Hymn:  Take My Life and Let It Be  H 423 

 Francis Ridley Havargal (1836-1879), alt. 

 Dismissal 

 Presider  Let us go forth into the world, 
 rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 People  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Postlude 
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 Saint James’s Episcopal Church 
 1991 Massachuse�s Avenue  Cambridge, MA 02140 

 Website:  www.stjamescambridge.org 
 Office Email: office@stjamescambridge.org 
 Emergency Pastoral Line: 857-600-1329 

 Interested in speaking to a priest or asking for prayers? 
 Email Rev. Ma� at  ma�@stjamescambridge.org 

 Want to donate to St. James’s? Visit the website 
 or follow the QR code here: 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 St. James’s Episcopal Church Welcomes You! 

 I am:  _____ visiting just for today.              I wish:  _____ to be on the church mailing list. 
 _____ seeking a new church home.  _____ to receive a call or email from St. James’s. 

 Please circle items below you’d like information about: 
 Church School/Choir/Bible Study/Food Pantry 

 I’d like prayer for: ______________________________________ 

 Name(s): ____________________________________________ 
 Address: ____________________________________________ 
 City: __________________________________ Zip: __________ 
 Phone: ________________________________________________ 
 Email address: _________________________________________ 

 Please fill this form out and place it in the offering plate or the church office. 
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